
Identifying the type of
Quantitative study

Is there an
intervention?

EXPERIMENTAL
CAN DETERMINE CAUSATION 

DESCRIPTIVE 
CANNOT DETERMINE CAUSATION

Did the researcher
cause the intervention?

Is there a control
group?

Quasi-
experimental

design

Randomized
controlled trail 

Pre-test - Post
Test 

How many times
did they measure?

Do we know the
direction of the

relationship?

Cross sectional Correlational

Are we comparing
variables? 

Prevalence study

Longitudinal

YES NO

YES

YES NO

NO

NO

NO

YES

YES

ONE MANY

Dr. Jennifer Jackson PhD RN, 2024
www.jenniferjacksonrn.org/


